Update on Development of a Molecular Plant Sciences Graduate Program, December 2015
· The Molecular Plant Science Graduate Program Exploratory Committee met biweekly during the fall term.
· An initial survey of graduate students and faculty in the plant sciences at MSU was conducted, digested by the committee and a summary of the answers to core questions is enclosed.
· Based on the survey and the committee’s discussions, the members are leaning towards proposing a dual-degree program, assuming that MPS program requirements are deemed acceptable by the different degree-granting programs. The committee is in consultation with the administrators to familiarize themselves with the procedures and timetables that would be required for development, approval and implementation of such a program.
· The committee is currently discussing and developing a draft curriculum consisting of core and elective courses as a starting point for further discussion by all.
· A survey has been distributed to graduate students to collect information in support of curriculum development. 
· Instructors of current, relevant graduate courses in the plant sciences will be contacted soon for their input on the draft curriculum. 
· Our current line of thinking is that a set of first year core courses would be taken by all students in all dual degree programs while second year elective courses would be selected by students in consultation with their thesis committees from lists of courses approved for each dual degree.
· We are aiming to have a draft proposal including curriculum, preliminary examination requirements, recruitment, administrative details, and budget ready early next semester for discussion with faculty, students and administrators.
· The committee is working towards a timeline with first recruitment for an MPS program in the fall of 2016 and first students starting in the program beginning in the fall of 2017.
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