Dear Jim, Rich

As the MPS program is on its way towards approval, the MPS Program Exploratory Committee met to discuss the next steps to implement the program such that it can be operational in the fall, assuming the approval process is completed. I am enclosing a timeline to outline the steps that we think are necessary to move forward. At the last committee meeting, all members of the committee agreed to serve as the Interim Executive Committee of the MPS Program for a period of up to one year, during which time we will transition to an elected executive committee. We unanimously nominated Jonathan Walton to be the Interim Director of the MPS Program, who has agreed to serve in this role, assuming you appoint him as such. The Interim executive committee will send out a call to recruit faculty members to the program, advise Igor Houwat on building the web site, develop the bylaws, conduct election of new members of the executive committee, election of the first MPS director from the MPS faculty body as outlined in the attached graphic, and help facilitate the first recruitment season. The intent is to have an elected director in place by the end of Spring 2018.  

At this time, we are seeking your permission to move forward as outlined. Jonathan and I would like to meet you and perhaps Rich Schwartz in person to explain the process in detail.

Thanks and best regards,

Christoph Benning (Chair, MPS Program Exploratory committee)
Jonathan Walton
Rebecca Grumet
Dean DellaPenna
Katherine Osteryoung
Brad Day


